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Glossary 

Agricultural land Land plots that are outside the built-up area of the village, used 
mainly for agriculture. 

Regulated Land Area  
 

All the land plots that are situated in the built-up area of the 
village.  

Land acquisition Land acquisition includes both outright purchases of property 
and purchases of access rights, such as easements or rights of 
way. 

Economic displacement All situations generated by land acquisition process in the 
project area that have negative consequences on the income 
level of affected persons either due to losses of assets or access 
to assets.   

Physical displacement All situations generated by land acquisition process in the 
project area that implies relocation or loss of housing and assets.  

Expropriation Legal process initiated by authorities (or representatives of them 
that are officially granted with this power) of taking property 
rights from its owner and transfer it to the state (or its 
representatives). This is commonly used for land acquisition 
processes for public interest projects.  

Informal dwellers Persons who are living in a residential structure without legal 
documents. In the case of Beli bryag we are talking about 
informal tenants, meaning people that do not have a formal 
tenancy contract with the property owner.  

Negotiated agreement The process of reaching an agreement between the MME and 
resettled persons without using the expropriation procedure. It 
reflects the expressed free will of the property owner to sell at 
the commonly agreed price for the property.   

Transition assistance All the actions that support the process of relocation by 
provision of additional measures to PAPs such as: transportation 
of assets to a new location, legal assistance, etc.  

Vulnerable group Vulnerable groups refer to people who, by virtue of gender 
identity, ethnicity, age, disability, economic disadvantage or 
social status may be more adversely affected by project impacts 
than others and who may be limited in their ability to claim or 
take advantage of project benefits. Vulnerable individuals 
and/or groups may also include people living below the poverty 
line, the landless, the elderly, women and children headed 
households, refugees, internally displaced people, ethnic 
minorities, natural resource dependent communities or other 
displaced persons who may not be protected by national and/or 
international law (EBRD, Environmental and Social Policy, 2014).  
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Full Replacement value1, The replacement value is calculated as the market value of the 
assets plus the transaction costs related to restoring such assets 
(taxes, stamp duties and notary fees). For losses that cannot 
easily be evaluated or compensated for in monetary terms, in-
kind compensation should be made, in goods or resources that 
are of equivalent or greater value and that are culturally 
appropriate.  

 

Executive Summary 

Introduction 

The current Resettlement Action Plan has been developed in order to set up the principles for addressing 

potential impacts of land acquisition within the Replacement of Bucket-Wheel Excavators at Mines Maritza 

East EAD Project, in accordance with the laws and regulations of the Republic of Bulgaria, as well as 9.w5Ωǎ 

Environmental and Social Policy from 2014, particularly the Performance Requirement 5: Land Acquisition, 

Involuntary Resettlement and Economic Displacement. The document serves as a framework for the current 

resettlement needs of the project, more specifically the resettlement of Beli bryag village. The main 

ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w!t ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ !ŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ tŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǊŜΣ 

at a minimum, restored to pre-Project levels or improved. 

Project description 

The Replacement of Bucket-Wheel Excavators at Mines Maritza East EAD Project intends to heighten the 

performance and reduce the energy intensity of the mining works through the replacement of three aged 

and obsolete bucket-wheel excavators by one more efficient new bucket-wheel excavator, as well as 

purchase of a new excavator for the secondary removal of 50 mln m3 overburden from the internal dump 

sites. The intention is to increase the production of lignite in the Republic of Bulgaria, in order to ensure 

security of energy supply following the closure and decommissioning of the units 1-4 of Kozloduy Nuclear 

Power Plant in 2007.  

Mines Maritza East EAD signed a 35 years Concession contract in 2005, effected in 2008, for coal extraction 

from the coalfield within Stara Zagora district. The coal-mining activity covers the territory of a few of the 

villages situated nearby, affecting in some cases the agricultural lands near the villages only, and in other 

cases affecting totally the villages themselves. Specialized detailed development plans have been 

developed and approved for the settlements being or expected to be affected. With the progress of mining 

activities, during the coming years (2023 ς 2025) it is expected that the village of Beli bryag will be the first 

one to be affected. The village is situated in front of the wall of mining works of Troyanovo-North Mine, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ¢tt ά!9{ ς DŀƭŀōƻǾƻέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƛƴŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ Ŏƻŀƭ 

ǘƻ ¢tt άaŀǊƛǘǎŀ-9ŀǎǘ нέ 9!5 ŀƴŘ ά.ǊƛƪŜƭέ 9!5 ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

of the mine, respectively coal supply, will be impossible, that is why efforts are made to make sure that it 

is done on negotiated and voluntary basis. 

Project Impacts 

Different types of impacts stem from the land acquisition process derived from the Project, that can be 

either permanent or temporary. The RAP proposes measures to mitigate these impacts as much as possible. 

Due to project development, the following impacts have been identified: 

                                                           
1 9.w5Ωǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ όнлмпύ - 
http://www.ebrd.com/news/publications/policies/environmental-and-social-policy-esp.html  

http://www.ebrd.com/news/publications/policies/environmental-and-social-policy-esp.html
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Physical displacement ς People currently living in Beli bryag village will have to be resettled and they 

will lose their properties. All structures, both residential and non-residential, will be demolished. 

Economic displacement ς The Project Affected Persons will no longer be able to use their gardens 

and land plots for subsistence farming or agricultural work; perennial crops and plants will be lost; 

shares and dividends, as well as annual rent from the local cooperative will no longer be provided; 

people working for the local cooperative or for micro-farmers will lose their jobs. 

Previous resettlement actions 

-Socio-economic studies. Beli bryag is considered a small settlement according to the national clustering 

system which had, years ago, about 500 inhabitants engaged in agriculture, coal mining and gypsum 

production. It can be argued that the residents of the village had the information about the resettlement 

since 1978, although the final decision on concession to MME dates back to 2005. Since then, the 

number of the inhabitants of Beli bryag has been decreasing and the village turned into a settlement with 

so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ нллфΦ 

A socio-economic census was carried-out in 2016, which revealed that there was a total of 148 official 

registered residents in the village of Beli bryag, comprising 69 households. The number of households has 

decreased from 69 in February 2016 to 49 at the time of writing this report (Fig.1). The census gathered 

ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

Project and their demands related to the resettlement. The RAP uses data taken during the census and 

updates it to show the current situation in the village. 

116 Beli bryag residents 
2017 

74 living there permanently 

8 living there seasonally 

34 tenants of MME properties 
Figure 1. Current number of Beli bryag residents 

-Public consultation and disclosure of information. People subject to resettlement have known about the 

inevitability of this process for many years. So far, most of them have sold their properties to MME and 

have moved to areas which will not be affected by mining activities. Meetings and public discussions have 

been carried out with the residents of Beli bryag with regard to the land acquisition process and the 

elaboration of the Detailed Site Development Plans. 

 Since 2008 the residents had regular meetinƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭ 

entry into the village territories and the village itself. MME representatives answered some of the reǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

most pressing issues and committed to solve others. Important announcements related to the Project, such 

as the cut-off date, were made through the local media and through notices placed in the centre of the 

village, at the Mayor DelegateΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ. The Company plans to continue to engage, inform and consult the 

villagers through biannual meetings even after the completion of the resettlement. 

-Land acquisition. It is important to note that the Company has chosen to negotiate all the land acquisition 

process. Up to now, actions towards expropriation were taken only for agricultural land. Such actions have 

not been taken for properties/residential properties inside the built-up area of the village. Since 2009, the 

Company has acquired approximately 75% of the land needed for the Project. 

Current situation 

This report finds that there are 55 private properties and 16 municipal properties within the built-up area 

of the village still to be purchased by MME in 2017, in order to consider the resettlement finalised. Out of 

the 55 private properties, 18 are yard plots without structures built on them, 33 are yard plots with 

residential buildings and 4 properties are used by the local cooperative. Beside the properties in the built-
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up area, MME is acquiring plots of agricultural land ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

83 privately owned and 41 municipally owned agricultural land plots that still need to be acquired. 

The Company has also envisioned measures to assist the persons who might be more severely impacted 

by the resettlement project. The vulnerability criteria have been established through the Land Acquisition 

and Resettlement Framework on the basis of which this document was developed. The total number of 

vulnerable people in the community to be resettled is of 65; they will be constantly consulted and will be 

provided with the most appropriate assistance during this process. 

Compensation and property valuation 

The Bulgarian law states that all PAPs shall receive compensation for their properties prior to taking the 

properties into possession. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘoods or compensating informal dwellers or informal sources of 

ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 9.w5Ωǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 

Policy (2014). 

The Company offers cash compensation at full replacement value or in-kind ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ aa9Ωǎ 

housing stock and reclaimed land, based on the valuation carried out by an independent licensed appraiser. 

Additional structures and the improvements/extensions made to them, immovable assets, as well as trees 

and perennial crops will be taken into consideration for the final price of the property and, in addition, the 

Company will provide transportation at the time of moving, within Stara Zagora district or at a distance of 

up to 100 km away from Beli bryag, to all PAPs. 

The price of agricultural land varied from BGN 150 to BGN 1250 per dca, depending on the condition and 

category of the land, while the price per square metre for a property within the village varied between BGN 

2 and BGN 10 per square metre during the period from 2010 to 2018. In the case of properties within the 

built-up area of the village, their price is determined by the characteristics of the construction and its 

condition, as well as market information about recent sales of similar properties in neighbouring 

municipalities. Thus, any negative impact on the village caused by the continuous expansion of the mines 

is not reflected in the evaluated price of the properties. The owners that are not satisfied with the result of 

the evaluation have the right to order a second appraise of their property, at their own expense.  

Grievance mechanism 

If, at any time during the development of the Project, a Project Affected Person has queries, complaints, 

suggestions or requests, they can lodge a grievance to MME through telephone, fax, email or hard copy. 

The contact details for the officials responsible for grievance management will be disseminated at the 

monthly meetings with the villagers, through the Guide for Land Acquisition and Compensation, as well as 

posted at the Mayor DelegateΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜ 

Committee, who will investigate the circumstances and will take the necessary steps to solve the problem. 

No matter if the Committee finds the grievance groundless or legitimate, a written response will be sent to 

the complainant.  

Monitoring and reporting 

MME will monitor the RAP implementation until all displacement impacts have been mitigated and will 

continue for at least one year after compensations are provided for all PAPs and they are moved from the 

village. 

An internal monitoring system will be established at MME, consisting of the following: 

ω Progress monitoring of inputs and outputs which measures whether inputs are delivered on 

schedule and as defined in the LARF and the RAP; and 
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ω Periodic measurement of outcome indicators against baseline conditions, obtained through the 

socio-economic survey. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Objectives and Scope of the Resettlement Action Plan  

This Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) for the village of Beli bryag has been prepared and approved by Mines 
Maritsa East EAD (MME), with regard to the Project for Replacement of Bucket-Wheel Excavators at Mines 
Maritza East EAD όǘƘŜ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘέύ. It aims at setting out the principles for addressing the potential impacts 
of land acquisition within the Project, in compliance with: 

- The laws and regulations in force in the Republic of Bulgaria; 
- The Environmental and Social Policy 2014 of the European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (EBRD), particularly Performance Requirement (PR) 5: Land Acquisition, Involuntary 
Resettlement and Economic Displacement. 

- The Land Acquisition and Resettlement Framework (LARF) developed and approved by Mines 
Maritsa East EAD (MME) for this Project. The LARF was adopted and publicly disclosed in October 
2016.  

The present RAP is dedicated to the land acquisition process that is currently undergoing in the village of 
Beli bryag. The document was ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άaŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ European-Funded Projectsέ ¦ƴƛǘ of 
Investment Department at Mines Maritsa East EAD (MME), town of Radnevo. The RAP specifies the 
procedures to be followed by MME and the actions the Company will take to properly resettle and 
compensate affected people, communities and businesses. The document provides a description of the 
households and properties in the village of Beli bryag, which are or will be affected by land acquisition for 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ.  

The main objectives of this RAP are as follows: 

- to minimize the negative effects of ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΩ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ; 

- to mitigate the adverse social and economic impacts on the affected persons from land acquisition 
by providing compensation for loss of assets at full replacement cost and ensuring that 
resettlement activities are implemented with appropriate disclosure of information, consultation, 
and the informed participation of the affected persons; 

- to improve or, at a minimum, restore the livelihoods and standards of living of displaced persons 
to pre-Project levels, in order to ensure that no PAP is in a worse off situation; 

- to establish organisational arrangements and procedures to monitor the implementation of 
resettlement plan and take corrective actions if necessary. 

Since physical and economic displacement cannot be avoided, the inhabitants of Beli Byrag village are 
considered to be in a situation of involuntary resettlement. This is why the current RAP is aiming at defining 
the entitlements for each category of project affected persons (PAPs) and the most appropriate way of 
carrying out the resettlement process. Nevertheless, the provisions set up in this RAP can be 
complemented by additional measures, in case new PAP needs are identified along the process of RAP 
implementation. 

1.2. Description and Context of the Project 

Mines Maritsa East EAD (MME) - is the largest company for open-cast mining in the Republic of Bulgaria. Its 
operation has been performed for over a half of century and is considered to be of essential significance 
for the national energy balance, as well as for the economic prosperity of the region and the country in 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎΥ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ 
the thermal power plants in the region. 
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Following the closure and decommissioning of Units 1 - 4 of the Kozloduy Nuclear Power Plant in 2007, 
Maritza East complex became the centre of energy production in the Republic of Bulgaria with power 
generation capacity of more than 3300 MW. Reduction of power generated by Kozloduy Nuclear Power 
Plant after decommissioning of those 4 units requires increasing the production of lignite to ensure security 
of energy supply.  

MME is 100% state owned company, which operates the largest lignite coalfield in Bulgaria, situated in the 
south-east of the country, in the area of the Gornotrakiyska lowland. The total area of the lignite coalfield 
is about 240 km2. 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ Ѕ ррфκнлΦлтΦмффф ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 
Regional Development and Public Works. MME is the largest company of this kind in Bulgaria, having a total 
production of lignite coal of more than 2 billion tonnes. The share of coal extracted amounts to 85% of the 
total national production and represents over 92% of lignite coal production. 

The power generated within Maritza East Complex burning lignite excavated at Mines Maritza East EAD is 
equivalent to about 45% of the gross power production in Bulgaria. The generated electricity has relatively 
the lowest cost and high competitiveness, which outlines the extremely important significance of the 
ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ άaŀǊƛǘǎŀ 9ŀǎǘέ ŎƻŀƭŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ. 
Providing of continuous coal mining is an important public need, as the energy independence is directly 
linked to the protection of national interests and the stability of Bulgarian economy.  

MME is a concessionaire for mineral resources mining by virtue of Art. 2, item 4 of Subsurface Resources 
Act - solid fuels - ŎƻŀƭΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ƻŦ άaŀǊƛǘǎŀ 9ŀǎǘέ ŎƻŀƭŦƛŜƭŘΣ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ wŀŘƴŜǾƻ ŀƴŘ DŀƭŀōƻǾƻΣ 
district of Stara Zagora.  MME has signed the Concession Contract for coal extraction in this perimeter on 
11.11.2005 which entered into force on 22.07.2008. The concession contract, defines the area of the 
deposit and the 35-year term of concession with an option to extension under the specified terms and 
conditions. (DECISION Ѕ срр of Council of Ministers dated 13.07.2005 to award a concession for extraction 
of subsurface resources under Art. 2, item 4 of the Subsurface Resources Act - solid fuels - coal, from the 
ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ƻŦ άaŀǊƛǘǎŀ 9ŀǎǘέ ŎƻŀƭŦƛŜƭŘΣ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ wŀŘƴŜǾƻ ŀƴŘ DŀƭŀōƻǾƻΣ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǊŀ ½ŀƎƻǊŀ, 
promulgated in State Gazette, issue 61 dated 26.07.2005)2  

The Company has three open-cast mines in operation: Troyanovo-1, Troyanovo-North and Troyanovo-3. 
They supply with lignite the thermal power plants in Maritza East Complex: TPP Maritza East 2 EAD, TPP 
Contour Global Maritza East 3 AD, ¢tt ά!9{ ς DŀƭŀōƻǾƻέ and Brikel EAD, including its briquette production.  

The company is extending now its activities and the current RAP is related to the development of the project 
for Replacement of Bucket-Wheel Excavators at Mines Maritza East EAD.  

The MME Project, co-financed by EBRD under the Grant Agreement 054, aims at increasing the 
performance and reducing the energy intensity through the replacement of three aged and obsolete 
bucket-wheel excavators by one more efficient new bucket-wheel excavator, as well as purchase of a new 
excavator for the secondary removal of 50 mln m3 of overburden. 

The expected Project benefits are decreasing of operational costs for coal mining, reduction of the number 
of breakdowns and the supply of primary energy resources related to them, as well as broadening of 
technical resources, decreasing of maintenance cost and consumption of electricity. 

The affected village ς Beli bryag  

The coal-mining activity covers the territory of the villages situated nearby, affecting in some cases the 
agricultural lands near the villages only, and in other cases affecting totally the villages themselves. With 
the progress of mining activities, it is expected that the village of Beli bryag will be the first one to be 
affected.  

 

                                                           
2 Please refer to http://www.nkr.government.bg/app?service=external/ConcessionInfo&sp=1252 

http://www.nkr.government.bg/app?service=external/ConcessionInfo&sp=1252
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Map 1.  Map of mining activities and location of the villages of Beli bryag and Troyanovo3 

Beli bryag is situated in front of the wall of mining works of Troyanovo-North Mine, which is one of the 
Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ¢tt ά!9{ ς DŀƭŀōƻǾƻέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƛƴŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ Ŏƻŀƭ ǘƻ ¢tt άaŀǊƛǘǎŀ-
9ŀǎǘ нέ 9!5Σ ¢tt ά/ƻƴǘƻǳǊDƭƻōŀƭ aŀǊƛǘǎŀ-9ŀǎǘ оέ !5 ŀƴŘ ά.ǊƛƪŜƭέ 9!5 ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
village, the development of the mine, respectively coal supply, will be impossible. 

Specialized detailed development plans have been elaborated and approved for the settlements being or 
expected to be affected.  

The gradual progression of mining activities requires the purchase of the properties of the inhabitants of 
Beli bryag and Troyanovo by MME and resettlement of people living there. Resettlement cannot be 
avoided, that is why efforts are made to complete this on a negotiated basis.  So far, many households have 
sold their properties to MME and have moved to areas which will not be affected by mining activities. Thus 
during the years, MME assisted the resettlement process with all their capacities via: constant consultation 
with the villagers, providing compensations for all the affected properties and owners and support with 
transportation of goods of the persons who moved from the village.  

                                                           
3 See also Attachment 1. 
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In 2009, MME acknowledged that the total number of affected properties in Beli bryag was: 

- 112 properties with residential structures situated in the built-up area of the village (regulated land area). 
Out of these, 5 properties are municipal owned and 1 belonging to MME. The remaining 106 properties are 
all privately owned.  

- 100 properties without residential structures situated in the built-up area of the village (regulated land 
area). Out of these 51 properties are owned by the municipality and 49 are privately owned.  

- 291 agricultural land plots situated outside the built-up area (regulated land area). Out of these, 48 are 
owned by municipality and 41 of them owned by MME (data from 2009). At the same time, a total number 
of 202 agricultural land plots were privately owned.  

 The below timeline scheme presents the actions performed by MME with respect to private land 
acquisition process in Beli byrag, between 2009 and May 2017. Even though this RAP is only concerned 
with the land acquisition process from 2017 onwards, it is important to get a clear understanding of the 
land acquisition process from its early stage up to its current status. 
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Figure 2. Timeline for private land acquisition 
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The status of the purchasing process for municipal properties is presented in the below table: 

Table 1. Status of the municipal properties acquisition 

Type of property # of municipal properties 

 2009 Purchased by MME 
between 2009 ς 2016  

Still to be purchased 

Land plots with residential structures in 
the built-up area (regulated land area) 

5  0 5 

Land plots without residential 
structures in the built-up area 
(regulated land area) 

51 40 11 

Agricultural land plots outside the built-
up area  

48 7 41 

The current RAP will focus on describing the acquisition process of the remaining properties (both privately 
and municipally owned) in the Beli bryag village.   

Table 2. Status of the private properties acquisition 

Type of property # of properties still to be purchased 

 Privately 
owned  

Owned by 
Municipality  

Total  

Land plots with residential structures in the built-up area 
(regulated land area) 

33 5 38 

Land plot without residential structures in the built-up 
area (regulated land area) 

18 11 29 

Agricultural land plots outside the built-up area  83 41 124 

As observed from the above information, the land acquisition process has been accomplished on a 
negotiated basis for about 64% of the total properties, both municipally and privately owned. Further 
details about the properties to be purchased are presented in chapter 4.  

 

2. LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

¦Ǉ ǘƻ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ land acquisition activity has been in full compliance with the legislation of the 
Republic of Bulgaria. According to Art. 17 of The Constitution of Bulgaria, property rights are guaranteed 
and protected by law, and "private property is inviolable" (3). αInvoluntary expropriation of property for 
state and municipal needs can be effected only on the basis of a law, provided that these needs cannot be 
met otherwise, and after preliminary payment of replacement valueά4 (5). 

This legal framework analysis will highlight legislation that is used in the land acquisition process, be it 
through negotiated agreement or expropriation (physical displacement), as well as other legal acts that are 
used in defining compensation for economic displacement and transition assistance. 

2.1. Legal framework for resettlement, according to Bulgarian legislation 

The Bulgarian legislation is presented by listing and explaining the relevant legislative acts and norms, 
starting with those defining private property and national interest projects, continuing with those relevant 

                                                           
4 http://www.parliament.bg/bg/const 

http://www.parliament.bg/bg/const
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to negotiated agreements and expropriation, those referring to access to information and public disclosure 
and covering other relevant topics such as social support.  

Underground Resources Law (SG no. 23/1999, with all its amendments)-  This law governs the terms and 
procedures for prospecting and exploration of underground resources on the territory of the Republic of 
Bulgaria, its continental shelf and the exclusive economic zone in the Black Sea. It stipulates that the 
underground resources are exclusively state property and, in order to carry out prospecting and exploration 
of said resources, a license needs to be issued by the Ministry of Energy and approved by the Council of 
Ministers. Extraction of underground resources can be carried out based on granted concession by the 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 9ƴŜǊƎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ŦƻǊ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ор ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

The concession for extraction entitles the holder to undertake relevant and actual actions in order to reach 
an agreement with land and property owners in the granted area. If no agreement is reached, the matter 
can be solved by the Ministry of Energy, who may refer, depending on the nature of the situation, to either 
the Ministry of Finance or the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works for compulsory 
expropriation of the private properties, after equivalent compensation is presented in advance. 

The compensations shall be determined on the basis of the damages resulting from direct consequences 
caused by activities pertaining to the concession for extraction (art. 1, 3, 4, 5, 36, 74, 75 & 76). 

Energy Law (SG no. 107/2003, with all its amendments)- The law includes provisions regarding expropriation 
of property for energy resources extraction purposes. It reiterates that the concessionaire will try to enter 
an agreement with the owners, but, if no agreement is achieved, the following steps should be followed: 

¶ request to the Minister of Energy to take measures for compulsory expropriation of the properties; 
the request should include specific characterization of the properties as well as information about 
the owners. 

¶ provide evidence that the properties are within the boundaries of the concessionary area and that 
they are necessary/obstructing to the accomplishing of the overall work plan. 

¶ provide evidence that the concessionaire had proposed to the owners the option of purchasing 
the respective properties at a fair price and that the owners, tacitly or explicitly, rejected the offer. 

Within one month, the Minister of Energy undertakes the compulsory expropriation of the properties for 
State purposes, at the expense of the concessionaire (art. 63a, 63b). 

The Concession Law (SG no.36/2006, with all its amendments) -  Article 2 from this law provides a clear 
definition of concession, how it is granted and types of concession according to their object. 

The Spatial Development Law (SG no. 1/2001, with all its amendments) - The Spatial Development Act 
includes the terms of creating, approving and amending the development plans. It specifies who grants 
permission for drawing up the designs of detailed development plans for projects of national importance, 
what should be considered in these plans and how the detailed site development plans should be disclosed 
to the public prior to their approval by the municipal council (art. 124, 125, 127, 128).  

Ordinance on the procedure for determining agricultural lands prices - This Ordinance regulates the 
conditions and the order for setting agricultural land prices in determining the monetary amount of the 
compensation for land, the monetary equivalent of the agricultural land upon the purchase, sale, exchange 
or other transactions between the state and legal persons and the price of the land from the State Land 
Fund (art. 1, 2). 

Act on Preservation of Agricultural Land (SG no. 35/1996, with all its amendments) - The Law refers to the 
change in designation of the properties which are acquired for coal extraction and requires the 
concessionaires to carry out remediation activities, to bring the land to its previous state as much as 
possible. 

Forestry Act (SG no.19/2011, with all its amendments)- The Forestry Act contains provisions on changing the 
purpose of forested land plots. To acquire private or state-owned land plots that are from the Forest Fund, 
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the concessionaire has to pay for compensatory afforestation and for change of purpose. Also, in order to 
receive approval for the Detailed Site Development Plans, a file with detailed information about the 
forested land plots needs to be submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry and agreed 
upon. 

Ownership and Use of Agricultural Land Act (SG no. 17/1991, with all its amendments) -  The Act contains 
general provisions on the use of agricultural land and information about official bodies who deal with land 
ownership, such as Municipal Office for Agriculture. These offices register the rent contracts of the farmers 
and update databases with owner information. 

Regulations for implementation of the Municipal Property Act (SG no. 82/1996, with all its amendments) - 
The regulations provide specifications on the content of the files that need to be submitted regarding the 
change of purpose of agricultural land to non-agricultural, such as certificates for irrigation, periods of 
validity of decisions, etc. 

Ordinance on the Basic Prices of Perennial Crops -  The ordinance provides guidance to evaluators, as it 
defines the basic prices of permanent crops in case of sale, exchange and other transactions, as well as 
alienation of immovable property owned by legal persons under the Property Act, the Territorial and Urban 
Development Act, the State Property Act and the Municipal Property Act. The assessment takes into 
consideration the period of existence of permanent crops, which includes the youth period and the period 
of exploitation (art. 1, 4). 

Cadastre and Property Register Act (SG no.34/2000, with all its amendments) - This law arranges the 
organization, funding, creation, administration and use of the cadastre and the property register. The 
cadastre aggregates and updates data on the location, boundaries and extent of immovable property 
within the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria. Any change in ownership or the cadastral map is entered 
into the Cadastre Agency (art.1 & 2). 

State Property Act (SG no. 44/1996, with all its amendments)-  The Act includes provisions on expropriation 
of property on behalf of public interest. Involuntary expropriation of properties and parts of properties 
belonging to physical or legal entities can be implemented in order to meet state needs which cannot be 
met by other means, after preliminary payment of replacement value. /Art.32, Para.1 of SPA/. 

Environmental Protection Law (SG no. 91/2002, with all its amendments)- The Environmental Protection Act 
regulates the circumstances in which an Environmental Impact Assessment should be conducted. The need 
of conduct of EIA is evaluated taking into consideration the characteristics of the development proposals 
(such as size, area affected, use of natural resources, generation of waste, etc.) and the location of the 
investment proposal, which may have a negative environmental impact on some geographic areas (art. 93). 

Law for Social Support (SG no. 56/1998 with all its amendments) -  The Law stipulates who is responsible for 
the development and coordination of state policy in the field of social support. It also provides the basis for 
the formation of an executive Agency for Social Support that will implement the state policy, prepare 
reports and overall coordinate other social agencies. 

Law for Protection of Personal Data (SG no. 1/2002, with all its amendments)-  The Law defines the legal 
boundaries for personal data use: when it can be processed, how to store it, how to inform the individuals, 
etc. (art. 2, 3, 4). 

2.2. Company policy and procedures related to resettlement 

The company has its own procedures in place which clearly define the necessary steps that need to be 
followed for the purchase of land and properties. These ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 9.w5Ωǎ twр and the 
Company is taking additional steps to address any gaps. The procedures are briefly described below. 

1. Agricultural Land Acquisition Procedure.  

The process of agricultural land acquisition is executed by thŜ άtǊƻǇŜǊǘȅέ ¦ƴƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ the Investment 
Department. The experts will prepare registers about the needed properties, which contain information 
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about the area, category, the way of permanent usage, as well as data about the owners, respectively the 
inheritors, their administrative and permanent addresses. An independent certified appraiser will elaborate 
a market evaluation of properties and the Board of Directors of MME shall receive and approve the market 
evaluations for land property acquisition and shall give its consent for the Executive Director to negotiate 
with the owners or authorized persons. 

A notification letter will be sent to the owners which will state the willingness of the company to buy their 
land at the price defined by the certified appraiser, followed by negotiations, and, after agreeing on a price 
in written, the owners shall submit all the documents necessary for the deal (for more information see 
Attachment 5). 

2. Land acquisition procedure for properties situated in the built-up area 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻǇŜǊǘȅέ ¦ƴƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ Department and it starts with a 
letter sent by MME to the owners expressing the need for purchase of their property. After the owners 
decide that they want to sell their property, within a period of one month they shall prepare and provide 
the necessary documents for the preparation of the assessment. After the evaluation is completed, a date 
for preliminary discussions with the property owners will be established, where the owners can express 
their agreement or disagreement with the price proposed. If the owner agrees, a preliminary contract for 
buying and selling the property is signed. In case of disagreement, the procedure is ceased with no binding 
provisions or consequences for the owner.  

The owners are entitled to a grace period of two years in which they can use their former property after 
MME purchases it. After this period expires, the former owners can use the property against rent for a 
succession of periods up to three years each. More details on the procedure of acquiring properties in the 
built-up area, as well as renting properties from MME are provided in Attachment 6 of this document. 

3. Change of use procedure for the purchased agricultural lands 

To initiate a change-of-use procedure, a mandatory condition is the availability of a Detailed Site 

Development Plan approved and in effect. The change-of-use procedure comprises 2 stages ς choosing a 

ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻǇŜǊǘȅέ ¦ƴƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ 

Department. Following an application prepared by the owner/site investor, the Regional Governor will 

submit a proposal to the Commission for Agricultural Lands, in compliance with Art. 17, Para. 1 and Art. 19 

of Law for Protection of Agricultural Lands (LPAL). The Commission will discuss the proposal and issue a 

Decision for change of the use of agricultural lands, which will also indicate the payable amount for the 

whole area or respective stage. The Decision comes into effect after the fee for the property is paid (for 

further details see Attachment 7).  

4. Expropriation Procedure 

The availability of public/government need shall be established by an effective Detailed Site Development 
Plan (DSDP), stipulating the building of a site in order to meet a state need, or a site of national significance 
/Art. 33, Para.2 of SPA/. Approving of the Detailed Site Development Plans is based on the Law on Spatial 
Planning and other specialized regulations. 

The determination of equivalent cash compensation for the owners of affected properties is done in 
accordance with property intended use before the DSDP becomes effective, based on the market prices of 
properties having similar characteristics and situated in proximity of the expropriated one. (Art. 32, Para. 2 
of SPA). 

The expropriation process starts with a motivated request to the Minister of Energy, who undertakes 
actions towards expropriation under the State Property Act. The request shall be accompanied by proves 
that the concessioner has offered the owner to purchase their property at a price no lower than the 
valuation defined under the above mentioned order, and the owner, tacitly or explicitly, has rejected it 
within a month. Therefore, the voluntary way to settle arrangements with owners through sale-purchase 
deals is encouraged. The expropriation process finishes with an Order by the District Governor of Stara 
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Zagora, which indicates the public/government need which requires the expropriation of the property, the 
type, location, size and price of the compensation, the trade bank where the compensation for the entitled 
will be deposited. The Order is subject to appeal before the Administrative Court at the location of the 
property within 14 days of its notification. (Art.38, Para.2 of SPA). The expropriated properties become 
state-owned. They are ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀǘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ŀǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀƴ !Ŏǘ ς Decision 
of the Council of Ministers. 

Informing: 

Lƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ǊǘΦ оп͊Σ tŀǊŀΦо ƻŦ {t!Σ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ publish an 
announcement in two central and one local daily newspaper, by which it is proclaimed that an expropriation 
procedure has been started, sending copies of this announcement to the mayors of municipalities, regions 
and town councils on whose territory the private properties subject to expropriation are located. 

Appeal procedure:  

The law allows that the parties affected by expropriation can appeal the Acts of the State Administration 
from the very beginning of the process ς from the preparation of the Detailed Site Development Plans to 
the Order by the District Governor before the Court (see above). The size of the compensation can be 
changed on the grounds of the Court Decision.  

More details about the expropriation procedure can be found in Attachment 8 of this document. 

Other rules and procedures related to the actions in Beli bryag ŀǊŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ŀǘ aa9Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
meetings. An overview of the latest decisions is presented below. 

1. Protocol No. 16-2007 / 06.12.2007, item 3.2 ς Decision of MME Board of Directors to determine 
the maximum purchase prices for the acquisition of agricultural land plots. 

2. Protocol No. 21-2016 / 10.09.2016, item 3.6 ς Decision to provide an option to former owners to 
use their residential properties purchased by MME in the village of Beli bryag free of charge for a 
period of 24 months (grace period) after transfer of ownership. The grace period gradually 
increased from 3 months in 2009 to 6 in 2010 and ultimately 24 months in 2016. 

3. Protocol No. 13-2017 / 31.05.2017, item 3.2 ς Decision of the Board that mandates MME to send 
letters to the owners expressing the need for purchase of their properties (RLPs). The owners shall 
provide the necessary documents for the preparation of the assessment within a period of one 
month after they made a decision to sell the property. 

4. Protocol No. 13-2017 / 31.05.2017, item 3.2 ς Decision that states that the properties can be 

evaluated by two valuators. MME will use the services of its previous assessor, Stroyproject TD. 

Each owner can order a parallel valuation under the following conditions: 

1) the appraiser selected by him / her is licensed; 

2) the second valuation to be at the expense of the owner. 

In case the licensed appraiser chosen by the owner gives a higher valuation of the property, MME keeps 

the valuation prepared by the licensed appraiser selected on the basis of the Public Procurement Act. MME 

has no legal basis to allow another valuation to be considered, therefore another, higher acquisition value 

of the RLP can not be accepted as it exceeds the market value determined by the licensed appraiser whose 

services are used by MME - Article 42, Paragraph 2, third sentence of the "Rules for the procedure, terms 

and procedure for decision making by the Board of Directors of Bulgarian Energy Holding EAD for the 

granting of permits, approvals or agreements, exercising the right of a sole owner of the capital and the 

decisive factor in areas within the competence of the General Meeting of the subsidiaries ".  

If agreement is not reached on the basis of the second valuation, the owner is entitled to file a complaint 

with the Committee of Professional Ethics of the Chamber of Independent Assessors in Bulgaria (KNOB), 

which will trigger the procedure provided in their regulation (described in Chapter VI, Opposition of 

assessment under the Licensed Appraisers Act). MME, as well as the licensed appraiser whose services the 
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Company uses, will take the necessary measures, depending on the decision of the above mentioned 

Commission. 

If the valuation prepared by the licensed appraiser whose services are used by MME is higher than that of 

the valuator chosen by the owner, and if the owner wishes to conclude a transaction, the procedure for 

acquiring property gets underway. 

5. Protocol No. 13-2017 / 31.05.2017, item 3.2. ς In order to preserve the livelihood of the people, the 

Board of Directors decided that, if the land subject to acquisition by MME in the future, which is 

not yet in the front of the mining works, shall be still processed by the local cooperative (ACPS) and 

the respective rent, shares, dividends and production will be received by the former owner. 

In cases where the land acquired by MME is directly in front of the mine work, MME will pay the former 

owner the value of the production for one year on the basis of documents proving such income from the 

previous year. 

6. Protocol No. 13-2017 / 31.05.2017, item 3.2 ς Decision that sets the framework for MME to 
reimburse/pay the funeral expenses, according to Section VI - Grave Fees from the Ordinance on 
the Designation and Administration of Local Taxes and Prices of Services on the Territory of the 
Municipality of Radnevo, to the relatives of the deceased in the amount of up to BGN 200. Within 
ten days from their issuance date, the supporting evidence for the expenses must be submitted to 
MME. 

7. Protocol No. 01-2018 / 12.01.2018, item 3.4 ς Decision of the Board to:  
a. include the costs of transactions associated with the acquisition of a new property by the 
t!tǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŦǳƭl 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǾŀƭǳŜέ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
acquisition of the new prƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΤ 

b. include available apartments owned by the Company in Radnevo and Galabovo in the list 
ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ άƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƪŜέ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΤ 

c. terminate the process of property purchase in Beli bryag by the end of 2019. This has been 
decided in order to avoid having PAPs living in the degraded village, which cannot longer 
sustain a good quality of life. After this period, the expropriation procedure will start for all 
the remaining PAPs. 

d. Increase the grace period with one additional year (i.e. grace period of three years) for 
PAPs falling in the vulnerable group cathegory. The persons have to submit a request for 
the extention of the grace period; 

e. Give the vulnerable PAPs who are using their former properties as tenants the option to 
apply for a reconsideration of the amount of rent payments; 

f. Offer enrolment in trainings and qualification courses organized by MME to people who 
need employment, thus enabling them to be more successful in finding a job at the 
Company.   

2.3. EBRD Policy Framework regarding land acquisition, involuntary resettlement 
and economic displacement 

EBRD requirements pertaining to land acquisition and displacement, relevant for this Project can be 
summarised as follows: 

¶ measures to mitigate adverse impacts on displaced persons and host communities should be carefully 
planned and implemented; 

¶ to mitigate adverse social and economic impacts from land acquisition by: (i) Providing compensation 
for loss of assets at full replacement cost calculated as the market value of the assets plus the related 
transaction costs; and (ii) Ensuring that resettlement activities are implemented with appropriate 
disclosure of information, consultation, and the informed participation of those affected; 
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¶ to restore or, where possible, improve the livelihoods and standards of living of displaced persons, 
including those who have no legally recognisable rights or claims to the land (present in the project 
affected area at the time of the cut-off date), to pre-project levels and support them during the 
transition period; 

¶ to make special provisions for assisting disadvantaged or vulnerable individuals or groups (present in 
the project affected area at the time of the cut-off date) that may be more adversely affected by 
displacement than others and who may be limited in their ability to claim or take advantage of 
livelihood assistance and related development benefits;  

¶ to establish a grievance mechanism to receive and address in a timely fashion specific concerns about 
compensation and relocation that are raised by displaced persons, including a recourse mechanism 
designed to resolve disputes in an impartial manner.  

The above list is only a summary of the main EBRD PR 5: Land Acquisition, Involuntary resettlement & 
Economic Displacement (2014) requirements and the full text of the Policy and PR5 can be found at 
http://www.ebrd.com/news/publications/policies/environmental-and-social-policy-esp.html. 

2.4. Gap analysis between EBRD Requirements and Bulgarian legislation and 
solutions offered 

The main gaps between local legislation and EBRD requirements are specified in Table 3 as follows: 

 

http://www.ebrd.com/news/publications/policies/environmental-and-social-policy-esp.html
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Table 3: Main gaps between local legislation and EBRD requirements 

Analysed aspect Requirements according to Bulgarian 
legislation 

EBRD Requirements Gap Measures to solve the gaps 

Resettlement 
planning  

 

 

Land acquisition or expropriation 
shall be carried out in compliance 
with the State Property Act, with 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 
capacity of a concessioner and 
based on internal procedures.  

A socio-economic census of the 
residents affected by 
resettlement shall be carried out. 
Resettlement Action Plan shall 
be prepared and implemented. 

No official RAP is 
required to be 
developed for 
resettlement 
situations. 

The present RAP has been developed. 

Cut-off date  No cut-off date is defined. Each 
owner shall be subject to 
compensation, regardless the date 
of acquisition of the property. 

Other assistance, related to the 
persons who are not owners, is not 
provided. 

A cut-off date shall be defined 
and published with the RAP, to 
provide clarity on eligibility for 
compensation and assistance.  

Individuals who settle on the 
affected territory after the cut-
off date will not be eligible to 
compensation or other 
assistance. 

Cut-off date was 
not required by 
Bulgarian Law. 

After the socio-economic survey 
carried out among the residents of 
the village of Beli bryag, the cut-off 
date was published, after which each 
informal inhabitant/ user and/or 
squatter will not be eligible to 
compensation or assistance.  

Provision of 
accommodation for  
persons who are 
occupying a 
residential 
structure 
informally 
(informal dwellers) 

They are not subject to additional 
care. They are only paid for the 
assets they have (if any). 

Persons who have no 
recognisable legal right or claim 
to the land they occupy are 
considered displaced persons 
and are entitled to 
compensation (para.18 of PR5). 
Informal dwellers shall also be 
considered as vulnerable 
persons and care shall be taken 
of them with regards to 
arranging of housing. 

No entitlements 
related to loss of 
accommodations 
for informal 
dwellers.  

Same compensation as for formal 
owners.  

 

The compensation package could 
include additional measure if the 
informal dwellers are considered 
vulnerable. 
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Analysed aspect Requirements according to Bulgarian 
legislation 

EBRD Requirements Gap Measures to solve the gaps 

Valuation 
methodology for 
land, houses and 
assets.  

The compensation shall be 
determined based on market prices 
of properties of similar type and 
intended use. 

 

 

The full replacement cost of the 
property price shall be paid and 
the livelihood shall be restored. 

The valuation 
process is not 
considering the full 
replacement costs 
of the property. 

The evaluation methodology is based 
on two methods that are used 
simultaneously: 

Method 1: Assessment of costs 
incurred by the purchasing or building 
of a structure other than residential, 
minus depreciation 

Method 2: The sales comparison 
based on comparable sales on the 
market. 

The evaluation methodology has to 
be communicated to the PAPs.  

In cases of lost or impaired income, 
the Company is able to provide for 
agricultural use part of the land 
properties which are reclaimed and 
suitable for cultivation of major crops, 
in order to preserve the livelihood.  

In addition, the compensation paid to 
the owners for the properties 
acquired by MME will include the 
costs of transactions associated with 
the acquisition of a new property by 
the PAPs5. This will be reimbursed at 

                                                           
5 There are two conditions that need to be fulfilled in order to receive the transaction costs for buying a new property: first, the Company will pay full notarial fees for a 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ t!t ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ is purchased at a higher price than the 
compensation received, the difference in notarial fees will be borne by the owner. Secondly, in order to avoid fraud and to keep a better track of the process, the Company will 
pay the transaction costs only if the new property is purchased within one year after the PAP has sold its previous property to MME. 
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Analysed aspect Requirements according to Bulgarian 
legislation 

EBRD Requirements Gap Measures to solve the gaps 

ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
acquisition of the new property. 

Vulnerable groups 
affected by 
displacement (such 
as squatters)  

No specific requirements are 
foreseen in the legislation; 

Additional measures are 
necessary for assuring that 
vulnerable persons are able to 
receive the same type of 
compensations as all the other 
affected persons.  

Lack of clear 
definition of project 
vulnerable persons 
and measures for 
supporting them 
during the 
resettlement 
process.  

Vulnerable persons have been 
identified during the socio-economic 
survey and included in this RAP. The 
Company will support such persons in 
the following ways: free transport for 
the displacement; moving of 
possessions of disabled persons or 
ones with motion difficulties; 
assistance in finding of alternative 
property ς apartment or house in a 
settlement, near the affected 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΤ ŦǊŜŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
assistance; 3 years grace period at 
request; possibility to renegociate the 
rent payments under their tenancy 
contracts if they use their former 
properties as tenants;(Please refer to 
item 4.2.4. Vulnerable persons and 
groups and item 6.3. Entitlement 
Matrix below). 

Additional support 
for affected people 

There are no specific requirements Provision of assistance during 
resettlement process.   

Providing support 
to affected persons 
when moving their 
assets, legal 
counselling, other 
benefits necessary 

Providing of assistance during 
displacement or providing of 
allowance for the displacement costs; 
free use of the property /house/ for 2 
years after purchase, which will give 
people enough time to find 
alternative housing; providing the 
opportunity to rent the same 
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Analysed aspect Requirements according to Bulgarian 
legislation 

EBRD Requirements Gap Measures to solve the gaps 

for restoring 
livelihood.  

property at 50% of the market value 
for former workers/employees of 
MME, now retired. 

Grievance 
mechanism related 
to acquisition and 
resettlement  

According to BG legislation, all 
grievances should be addressed to 
the project developer and if not 
sorted out, to competent court of 
law for settling the disputes.  

Grievance mechanism shall be 
developed at project level.  

There is no 
grievance 
mechanism 
developed at 
project level.  

The current RAP is foreseeing to cover 
this gap. 

Monitoring of 
acquisition and 
resettlement 
implementation  

There are no specific requirements. A procedure of monitoring of 
acquisition and resettlement 
shall be introduced with the RAP. 

Clear monitoring 
and reporting 
mechanism has to 
be developed at 
project level.  

The current RAP foresees to cover this 
gap.   
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3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC BASELINE INFORMATION  

The socio-economic baseline information was collected in 2016 via a socio-economic census, carried out in 
January ς February 2016 among the residents and farmers of the village of Beli bryag, identified as affected 
by the resettlement. All the 69 households that were living in the village at the time or possessing properties 
there have been questioned. The analysis of the data gathered through the census, as well as preparation 
of the Social Impact Assessment, were assigned to the Union of Scientists ς Stara Zagora. The questionnaire 
form is available in Attachment 2, and the filled forms, after processing the data by the external consultant 
and preparation of the analysis and Social Impact Assessment, are kept at MME. Also, secondary 
information has been collected from local sources such as: Radnevo Municipality; Geodesy, Cartography 
and Cadastre Service; Regional Health Inspection ς Stara Zagora. The information presented below is taken 
from the 2016 socio-economic census and it is tailored to present the current situation in Beli bryag. Even 
though avoided as much as possible, discrepancies in the data have come up because the land acquisition 
process is dynamic and its status changes frequently in a short period of time. The current RAP includes 
data updated as of end of August 2017. Still, during the RAP implementation phase a database will be kept 
and all the data will be constantly updated and reflected in the monitoring and reporting process. 

3.1. Profile of the village of Beli bryag 

The village of Beli bryag is situated in the area, often called "energy heart" of Bulgaria. It is located on the 
territory of Stara Zagora District, Radnevo Municipality, in the very centre of the Maritza East Coalfield and 
near the border between άTroyanovo-1έ and άTroyanovo-Northέ mines. The village is situated in front of 
ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ά¢ǊƻȅŀƴƻǾƻ-bƻǊǘƘέ ƳƛƴŜ.  By the end of 2015, the high overburden horizons 
ƻŦ ά¢ǊƻȅŀƴƻǾƻ-bƻǊǘƘέ ƳƛƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 800 m away from the village of Beli bryag.  

Geographical coordinates - 42.23765 north latitude, 25.94027 east longitude. 

Altitude - 109 metres above sea level. 

 
Map 2. [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ .Ŝƭƛ ōǊȅŀƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ ά¢ǊƻȅŀƴƻǾƻ-bƻǊǘƘέ aƛƴŜ  



25 

3.2. Socio-economic census results 

The census was conducted by applying a semi-standardized interview "face to face" aiming at outlining the 
social and economic profile of households and the settlement, which comprises the demographic structure, 
structure of employment, detailed data about the affected households in terms of their vulnerability, their 
health and property status etc.  

Qualitative data was also collected during the census, in the form of an informal interview. This gave the 
residents the opportunity to express their views on their upcoming resettlement more completely, to 
specify their needs and corresponding attitudes and intentions, and to state more clearly their expectations 
and demands. 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
needs are presented in sub-chapter 3.2.6. of current report. 

Other information was also collected during: 

- Joint meetings between MME management and the residents held on 27th of July 2016, 1st of 
March 2017 and 19th October 2017. All the meetings were attended by approximately 50-60 
people, with a balanced share of men and women. 

- Monthly meetings at the reception hall. There have been seven meetings up to now and about 
15-20 people attended each one, mostly men. 

- Participation of residents in the process of RAP development ς directly or through the village 
Initiative Committee (IC) ς during the meetings held between the IC and MME representatives, as 
well as during the period of familiarizing of the Draft RAP and its discussion among the residents. 

- Letters, requests and grievances submitted by the residents to MME. 
- Personal meetings and conversations of MME staff with residents on subjects like valuation, 

purchase and sale deals, etc. These take place several times a week, while telephone calls are held 
almost daily. One-to-one meetings with all villagers were also carried out in November 2017 and 
will be carried out from time to time in order to update the available database and to timely 
respond to ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ emerging needs by the Company.  

MME ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻcess. Thus, 
qualitative data about resettlement process will continue to be collected during the RAP implementation 
process.  

3.2.1. Demographic Profile 

The village of Beli bryag is considered as a small settlement according to the national clustering system. An 
active process of depopulation is running in the village, due to an existing aging population, low levels of 
population dynamics and reduced number of new-borns.  

Years ago, the village had about 500 inhabitants, a large number of them employed and making a living in 

gypsum production, agriculture and coal mining. Later, resulting from geological studies, it was found that 

at relatively shallow depth under the village there were also significant deposits of coal, which MME 

intended to acquire. This fact resulted in a decision made at governmental level that the village shall be 

resettled in order to expand the area of mining activities in defence of strategic state interests and ensuring 

the energy independence of the country. Although the final official decision of allocation of land to MME 

dates back to 2005, the residents of the village of Beli bryag have had the information about the 

resettlement since 1978. Also in 2005, the Technical and economic report on development of Maritza East 

Coalfield was accepted by a decision of the Council of Ministers. Back then, seven villages were declared to 

be resettled, including Beli bryag. 

In compliance with the legal requirements, Detailed Site Development Plans were elaborated for the 
territories of the villages of Beli bryag and Troyanovo. They were disclosed and public discussion was 
organized on 18 March 2010.  

In this way, the clearly outlined public interest compelled a number of villagers to change their life trajectory 

and seek opportunities to move elsewhere. As a result, the village of Beli bryag has gradually turned into a 
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village with so-called "declining functions", which has determined a considerable outflow of residents. 

During the past decades, the number of its inhabitants has been decreasing rapidly. The intensive 

resettlement started in 2009. At the time, Beli bryag residents had to travel to Radnevo for health care 

services and food supplies, as the last businesses had already closed and there were no health care clinics 

in the village. Currently, the village is almost depopulated. Many of residents have already sold their houses 

and have moved to the near villages and the town of Radnevo. The municipality has kept providing utilities 

(electricity, waste collection services, etc.) for the remaining villagers and stated that it will continue to do 

so until the land acquisition process is completed. 

In 2016, when the socio-economic census was done, the total number of official registered residents of Beli 
bryag was 148. At the time of developing this document, 116 people are living in the village, out of which 
74 are permanent residents, 8 are seasonal residents and 34 persons are living there as tenants of MME 
properties. These residents comprise 49 households. Thus the number of households has decreased from 
69 in February 2016 to 49 at the time of writing this report.  

Table 4. Residents of Beli bryag 

Permanent residents Seasonal  residents Tenants of MME Total 

74 8 34 116 

28 households 3 households 18 households 49 households 

In addition to the 49 households there are 4 more households that have sold their properties to MME, 
benefit from the grace period, but do not live in the village anymore. Their residential properties are in the 
process of demolition. These four households are not accounted for in the presented data.  

The gender distribution in Beli bryag village is fairly balanced, with 61 male residents ς 53%, and 55 female 

residents ς 47%, out of 116 people.  

Table 5. Gender distribution of residents in Beli bryag 

 Permanent residents Seasonal residents Tenants of MME Total % out of 116 

Male 39 4 18 61 53% 

Female 35 4 16 55 47% 

There are no gender issues identified at the level of compensation methodology, as the Company has a 

non discriminatory policy and these issues are also safe-guarded by the Bulgarian Law for Protection 

Against Discrimination (No. 30/2006). No gender related complaints were recorded on behalf of the 

residents of Beli bryag up to now. 

The age structure is similar to the typical one for the rural habitats in the country - the share of residents 

aged 60 and over is high ς more than 65 people, and only 4 are children under 18. Three of the permanently 

residing 28 households have small children. 

In terms of the ethnic compositionΣ ͊ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘǊŜƴŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ predominant 

- Bulgarian ethnicity is seen. Other minority ethnic communities are represented by only one Roma 

household consisting of 5 members. It could be said that ethnically, the population of the village is 

homogeneous - 96% of residents are of ethnic Bulgarian origin and 4% - Roma (one household). As far as 

the Roma household is concerned, this case indicates the ethnicization of the problem of poverty in the 

country. In fact, all the household members are not permanently employed (two of them have temporary 

employment), therefore the level of the household income is below the poverty line, and the social status 

of its members is very low. The family are newcomers and do not own property in the village. According to 

available information covering the previous period, the number of Roma in the village has never been very 
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big, but the resettlement process activated recently has obviously also affected the number of members 

of Roma minority. 

3.2.2.  Properties in the built-up area (regulated land area) of the village of Beli bryag ς 
residential structures, other structures and yard plots 

Out of the 101 properties surveyed (yard plots, with or without structures on them) in 2016, 91 properties 

are still relevant at the time of developing this document. 16 properties belong to the municipality of 

Radnevo, 20 properties belong to MME and are used by their former owners on a tenancy basis and 55 are 

private properties. Out of the 55 private properties, 4 belong to the local agricultural cooperative. 
Table 6. Properties in the built-up area 

 MME properties  Private properties Municipal properties 

Land plots 1 18 11 

Structures 19 33  5 

Total  20 51 16 

20 properties belonging to MME are currently in use by their former owners based on a tenancy agreement. 
On 19 of these properties there are houses and other structures as well and one property consists of an 
empty land plot. Only one of the houses is seasonally used. The below table presents detailed information 
about these properties.  

Table 7. Properties belonging to MME that are currently rented 

Utilization Material Number of floors 

18 ς in use 16 ς brick 1 floor ς 9 

1.5 floors ς 1  

2 floors ς 6 

2 ς brick + sun-dried brick 1.5 floors ς 2  

1 ς seasonally used 1 ς brick 2 floors ς 1 

The below table presents an overview of the 55 private properties that are still to be acquired by MME.   

Table 8. Private Properties in the built-up area of the Beli bryag6village 

OWNERSHIP TYPE OF PROPERTY Other details  

Private ς  55 properties 
  
  
  
  

yard plots ς 18  
  

8 ς used for agriculture 

10 ς not used 

houses + yard ς 33  28 houses ς  permanently inhabited, 
the yard is used for agriculture;  

3 houses + yards ς used seasonally; 

2 houses + yards ς uninhabited; 

3 structures Structures used by ACPS. All are 
situated on land owned by Radnevo 
Municipality 

1 structure + yard ACPS Administration 

Private properties are both residential structures with/without yard around it and land plots that are 

separate from these structures, but in the built-up area of the village. In this context, the private 

properties of Beli bryag village in 2017 are as follows: 

                                                           
6 A summarized diagram of property ownership (for RLPs) in the village of Beli bryag is available in Attachment 4. 

A list of households and types of their rights on properties is available in Attachment 3. 
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¶ 28 house + yard properties are owned and used by permanents residents.  

¶ 3 house + yard properties are owned and used seasonally by residents 

¶ 2 house + yard properties are owned by non-residents and are uninhabited. 

The private structures are detailed in the below table.  

Table 9. Private residential and non-residential structures 

Types of structures Ownership Utilization Material Number of 
floors 

Residential - 33 private - 33 28 ς in use  24 - brick 1 floor - 9 

1.5 floors ς 5 

2 floors - 10 

4 ς brick + sun-dried 
brick 

1 floor ς 1 

1.5 floors - 1 

2 floors - 2 

3 ς seasonally used 3 ς brick 1 floor - 1 

1.5 floors ς 1 

2 floors - 1 

2 ς not in use  1 ς brick 1 floor - 2 

1 ς sun-dried brick 

TOTAL:  28 ς in use 
3 ς seasonally used  
2 ς not in use 

28 ς brick 
4 ς brick + sun-dried 
brick 
1 ς sun-dried brick 

1 floor ς 13 
1.5 floors ς 7 
2 floors ς 13  

Non-residential   private garages ς 23 

sheds ς 6 

summer kitchen ς 7 

storehouses ς 23 

agricultural structures ς 8 

barns ς 29 

other structures - 12 

Administrative  Owned by ACPS - 
4 

1 administrative structure 
3 operational structures  

There is a total number of 13 houses with one floor and 13 houses with two floors. 7 out of the total houses 

have 1.5 floors and the living area ranges from 50 m2 to 200 m2, with an average of 91 m2. Most of the 

residential structures are made of brick, with only one structure made of sun-dried brick and 4 structures 

made out of a mixture of those two. 

Beside the residential structures existing on the land plots, there are also additional structures that need 

to be taken into consideration. Almost all properties have some sort of agricultural structure, such as 

storage, barn or shed. 23 of the properties have a garage, 7 of them have a summer kitchen and 12 

properties have other diverse structures, such as barbeque places, livestock shelters, extentions, etc. 

The coming sub-chapter will present details about affected households and their livelihood.  

The villagers are shareholders of the Agricultural Cooperative for tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ό!/t{ύ ά.Ŝƭƛ 
ōǊȅŀƎέΦ It was founded in 1993 by 345 members.  The cooperative has a total number of 4 administrative 
structures in the village. 3 of them are situated on land owned by Radnevo Municipality.  

The below graph presents the current status of ownership of private land plots with residential structures in 
Beli bryag. 
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Figure 3. Structure of ownership of residential properties in Beli bryag 

As shown above, the structure of ownership for the 33 land plots with residential structures has the 

following characteristics:  

- 26 are formally owned by residents of Beli bryag and another 2 are owned by non-residents;  

- 2 land plots with residential structures belong to people who share ownership for them; 

- 2 persons are in the process of legalizing the ownership for 2 land plots with residential structures; 

- There is a case of informal tenancy for one of the residential structures; 

Beside the land plots with residential structures, there are also private land plots situated in the built-up 
area without structures on them. There are 18 such private land plots, 9 of them are owned by residents 
and 9 by non-residents of the village. At the same time, 8 of them are used and 10 are not used. The total 
area of the land plots without residential structures is 31,340 m2. 

Most of the households used their yard plots to grow vegetables, grapes (vineyards and trellis vines), 
various fruit trees. The only exception is one household using their property to grow fodder for their own 
livestock. In some cases, raising small domestic animals is mentioned.  

Table 10. Type of usage of land plots around households in the village of Beli bryag 

Fruit trees 26 yards with houses  

10 land plots  

Vineyards / trellis vines 19 yards with houses 

1 land plot 

Vegetables 26 yards with houses 

5 land plots 

Most of the households perceive the yard situated around their houses as a source of income or source of 
food for their own consumption. 

The oldest residential structure was built in 1930, and is still in use. The second oldest are two structures 
built in 1932, both unoccupied at the moment. The majority of the buildings were built in the period 1940 
ς 1967. The newest structure dates back to 2002. 

Living conditions in housings are determined by availability of kitchen, bathroom, indoor toilet, balcony, 
landline telephone, availability of connection to the water supply network and/or pumping station, 
connection to sewer system (or in the absence of such - a septic tank), connection to power supply network.  

2
1

28

2

In the process of legalization Informal tenancy Owners Shared ownership
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Only two of the cottages have no power supply. There is no sewer system built in the village. Most cottages 
(excluding one) have septic tank for waste water. Most of the dwellings have a kitchen available; less than 
the half have a bathroom, and less than a quarter have an indoor toilet. Almost 100% of the households 
have mobile phones. 

Based on this data it can be concluded that the living conditions are not of good quality. There are some 
minimum conditions for habitation, but the quality of most homes is not very good. 

Table 11. Municipal owned properties 

Municipal ς 16 properties 
  
  
  
  
  
  

6 yard plots Radnevo municipality  

1 transformer station Radnevo municipality  

1 square Radnevo municipality  

2 yard plots  Radnevo municipality, used by ACPS 

1 plot with granted right to 
build 

Radnevo municipality, used by an 
individual agriculture  

1 yard plot Of Mayor DelegateΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ .Ŝƭƛ 
bryag 

2 structures  Mayor DelegateΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 
situated on land owned by Radnevo 
Municipality - square 

н ƻǘƘŜǊ w[tΩǎ Radnevo municipality 

Apart from the private-owned structures, there are two administration buildings in the village owned by 
the Mayor DelegateΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ .Ŝƭƛ ōǊȅŀƎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Mayor Delegate and 
houses a small library. The other building is currently not used.  

All the documentation ς registers, school and church documents, those of the cooperative enterprise etc. 
will be kept in the town of Radnevo and, regardless future place of living of people, each one will be able 
to make inquiries and find the necessary documents at one place. 

Currently, there is no medical centre in operation in the village, so the residents use the medical centres 
and hospital and are serviced by medical personnel in the town of Radnevo. 

3.2.3. Affected households  

A total number of 69 households have been included in the census in 2016. At the time of developing this 
document, there are 2 residential structures owned by 2 households and 9 land plots owned by 9 
households who do not live in the village. There are 45 households, with a total number of 107 members, 
that live permanently in the village and another 4 households, comprising 9 members, that live there 
seasonally. Out of the permanent residing households, 17 are tenants of MME properties, one household 
constitutes a case of informal tenancy and 27 households are owners or share ownership of residential 
properties. 2 households possess two land plots each and one of these households shares the ownership 
of a third land plot.  Another 5 households own an empty land plot each (Please refer to Attachment 3: List 
of households included in the socio-economic survey, containing all households currently living and/or 
possessing properties in the village of Beli bryag, as well as Attachment 4: Diagram of ownership in the 
village of Beli bryag). 

Of all 49 households that are inhabited permanently or seasonally, 5 consist of only one member. The 
biggest household consists of 8 members. Table 12 below presents more detailed information regarding 
the households and their members, as of end 2017. 
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Table 12. Affected households7: 

Number of 
households 

Status Using of the residential 
property 

Number of 
members in 
households 

Total 
number 

of 
persons 

Persons in 
total: 

49 32 ς owners   27 ς living there 
permanently 

1 member ς 5 
households 

5 69 

2 members ς 11 
households 

22 

3 members ς 6 
households 

18 

4 members ς 4 
households 

16 

8 members ς 1 
household 

8 

3 ς using the house 
seasonally8 

2 members ς 2 
households 

4 8 

4 members ς 1 
household 

4 

2 ς do not live in the 
village, houses are 
uninhabited 

   

18 ς tenants ς (the 
house was sold to 
MME) 

17 ς living there 
permanently (1 
household uses 2 
cottages) 

1 member ς 6 
households 

6  
33 

2 members ς 6 
households 

12 

3 members ς 5 
households 

15 

1 ς using the house 
seasonally 

1 member ς 1 
households 

1 1 

1 ς informal 
tenants in a 
private home  

1 ς living there 
permanently 

5 members ς 1 
household 

5 5 

TOTAL:  

45 households ς living 
there permanently 

1 member ς 12 
households 
2 members ς 19 
households 
3 members ς 11 
households 
4 members ς 5 
households 
5 members ς 1 
household 
8 members ς 1  
household 

 
107 persons ς 

living there 
permanently 

4 households ς living 
there seasonally 
 

9 persons ς 
using the 
houses 

temporarily 

  
116 

                                                           
7 A detailed list of the households, as well as their relation to the properties (type of ownership on the property) is 

available in Attachment 3: List of households included in the socio-economic survey  
8 All households using their properties temporarily, not using the cottages or possessing yard plots only, possess a 
home in another settlement. 
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Financial 
status 

 income under BGN 300 
per person per month 

19 households (55 persons in total) 

 

Health 
status9 

 persons with physical 
or mental disabilities 

 8 persons (in 8 households) 

 persons suffering from 
chronic diseases 

28 persons (in 24 households) 

The data collected through the 2016 census shows that the structure of education is typical for the 
population in the rural areas and presents the general educational profile of the residents of the villages in 
Bulgaria ς most of the people have primary and/or secondary/specialized education, with a few people 
having graduated some form of higher education (bachelor or masters). Without education are 5 people 
(4 men and 1 woman), all Roma. (The data from 2016 covers 146 residents ς those who were willing to 
answer this question in the questionnaire). 

The structure of employment in the village of Beli bryag in 2017 is as follows: the largest share is represented 
by retired people ς 64 persons out of 116 are pensioners; 31 people are employed and 2 are temporary 
workers, while 14 persons are unemployed and one is a working pensioner, as seen in the below chart. The 
figure below shows a breakdown of the employment structure. 

Figure 4. Structure of employment in Beli bryag 

 

An addition to the structure of employment reported during the study is the availability of household 
members (or relatives) working for "Mines Maritsa East" EAD. The total number of residents (or their 
relatives) working for MME at the time of the cut-off date was of 20. Some of the residents of the village 
also worked for MME before they retired. Therefore, although their incomes are formed from pensions, 
they are quite good and exceed the living sustentation set by trade unions in Bulgaria, reached in March 
нлмр ƻŦ .Db рсоΦнм ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜǊǎΩ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ 
higher than the national average one. 

IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩ income is characterized as follows: 

A) The main source of income is retirement and old age pensions ς they form part of income or all 
income in 43 of all the 49 households living permanently or seasonally in the village. 

                                                           
9 See also Table 13 below 

31
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4 1

Working Temporary workers Unemployed Pensioner Child/student Other
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B) Remuneration has been declared as a source of income by 21 of all the 49 households living 
permanently or seasonally in the village. Income from temporary employment has been reported by one 
household. 

C) Other sources of income (mainly from rent of land) have been reported by 5 households. One 
household (Roma) rely almost entirely on informal income (besides pension and short-term remuneration). 

The data gathered through the 2016 census shows that most of the households farm their land plots and 
get some production for their own needs, but none of the households generate their income from 
agriculture only. In most cases land is farmed by the local cooperative ς some households supplement their 
income in this way ς they have given their land to the cooperative for farming and receive corresponding 
rent. Income from selling of farm products is declared by three of the households living in the village, in 
two of these cases the annual income specified amounts BGN 11 000 and in one case ς BGN 10 000. 

Most households farm their gardens/yard plots and rely on small vegetable production and retail in 
addition to their main income. Some of them develop small livestock breeding, mainly for the needs of 
family members. Agricultural and farm products for own consumption (mainly vegetables, fruit and 
livestock products) are produced by almost all households in the village. 

The calculated average monthly income per household member shows that the number of households with 
incomes equal and lower than the poverty line for 2016 set by the government (BGN 300 per person) - is 
19 (13 households of owners and 6 households of tenants living in properties owned by MME).10  

Table 13 below presents the groups of persons in terms of their occupation, as well as their health status: 
Table 13. Affected persons ς occupation and health status11 

 Owners Tenants ς living in 
properties purchased by 

MME 

Informal 
tenants 

TOTAL: 

 living 
permanently 

using the 
house 

seasonally 

living 
permanently 

using the 
house 

seasonally 

living 
permanently 

 

 69 8 33 1 5 116 

Of which:       

- retired: 36 4 22 1 - 63 

- employed: 19 3 9 - - 31 

- employed 
pensioners: 

1 - - - - 1 

- unemployed12: 8 1 2 - 3 14 

- students13: 4  - - - - 4  

- adult student, 
unemployed: 

1     1 

- temporary 
employment: 

- - - - 2 2 

       

                                                           
10 The data is based completely on the information given by the surveyed persons during the socio-economic survey 
and in most cases is approximate and do not include informal incomes. 
11 See also Fig. 3 above. 
12 14 households in total have unemployed people. Of them: 7 households have 1 unemployed each, 2 households 
have 2 unemployed each (one of them is studying) and 1 household has 3 unemployed 
13 3 households have children, out of which: 2 households have 1 children enrolled in elementary schooling, one of 
them having 1 unemployed person, too; 1 household has 2 students and the same household has 1 unemployed 
person, too 
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 Owners Tenants ς living in 
properties purchased by 

MME 

Informal 
tenants 

TOTAL: 

 living 
permanently 

using the 
house 

seasonally 

living 
permanently 

using the 
house 

seasonally 

living 
permanently 

 

Health status14       

- persons with 
physical or mental 

disabilities: 

4 
households/  

4 persons 

1 
household/
1 person 

2 
households/  
2 persons 

 1 household/  
1 person 

8 
households/  

8 persons 

- persons suffering 
from chronic 
diseases15: 

14 
households/  

16 
persons 

 8 
households

/  
10 persons 

1 
household/  
1 person 

1 household/  
1 person 

24 
households/  

28 persons 

3.2.4. Vulnerable persons and groups 

According to EBRD Environmental and Social Policy 2014, vulnerable groups are defined as "people who, 
by virtue of gender identity, ethnicity, age, disability, economic disadvantage or social status may be more 
adversely affected by project impacts than others and who may be limited in their ability to claim or take 
advantage of project benefits." 

Item 6.1. Eligibility criteria and categories of LARF defines the potential groups of vulnerable persons.  Some 
of these categories are not applicable to the current situation in Beli bryag.  However, as the analysis below 
shows, there are quite some households with different vulnerabilities, and many with multiple 
vulnerabilities.  

With regard to the criterion αƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜκƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ and it is the 
only piece of land they own or useέ, none of the families depend exclusively on the in kind income from the 
land or gardens, however, the in kind income is often significant, making up to 40% of the income of the 
people according to their own estimations.   

According to 3.2.3. Affected households above, it was clarified that none of the households generate their 
income from agriculture only. All households have income from pensions or remuneration as well. 
However, an important circumstance is the fact that part of the land is given on rental lease and in this way 
some households supplement their income.   

The total number of vulnerable people in the community to be resettled is of 65.   

Most of these persons have one of the vulnerabilities listed below in table 13 while there are several 
persons and households affected by two or more layers of vulnerability.  A detailed presentation of the 
households with multiple layers of vulnerability is summarized in table 14 below.  

Table 14 below contains information about the types of vulnerability and the frequency of 
occurrence of each type: 

Table 14. General information about vulnerable individuals 

Type of vulnerability as per LARF Number of persons 

Informal users of affected properties 5 

Persons with physical or mental disability 8 

Persons with income per household member lower than the 
poverty line 

55 

Single elderly people 9 

                                                           
14 Medical authenticity of the submitted data has not been verified and documentary evidence has not been required. 
The data is based entirely on the answers given by people during the survey. 
15 4 households have 2 persons suffering from chronic diseases each. 
































































































































